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CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO NATIONAL 
PLANNING POLICY – FURTHER SUBMISSION

1. Summary

1.1 The government is consulting on a range of changes to the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  The Council’s response to the 
consultation was agreed by Cabinet of 21 January 2016.  A recent High 
Court judgement has implications for the response and a further submission 
to cover the issues that have arisen is proposed.

2. RECOMMENDATION

2.1 That the additional response attached at Appendix A be submitted alongside 
the Council’s previously agreed response to the consultation.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1. Cabinet of 21 January agreed a Council response to the government’s 
consultation on proposed changes to National Planning Policy.  Since 
that time the Council has received the outcome of a High Court 
challenge relating to the development of garden land in the Green Belt.  

3.2. In this case, the judge was required to consider the definition of 
brownfield/greenfield land, as set out in the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF).  The NPPF excludes gardens in built up areas 
from the definition of brownfield land but it is unclear whether gardens 
in the countryside outside of settlements are to be treated in the same 
way.  He concluded that applying strictly the definition in the NPPF, 
gardens outside built up areas were to be considered as brownfield.

3.3. The consultation proposes that brownfield sites are prioritised for 
development.  Taken in conjunction with the recent judgement, this 
would appear to have the unintended consequence of identifying for 
development those sites that are the least sustainable, since they are 
likely to be remote from public transport and not have easy access to 
local facilities by sustainable forms of transport.  They will also 
potentially have impacts on the open nature of the countryside/Green 
Belt.

3.4. An additional response is provided at Appendix A which identifies the 
Council’s concerns in this respect.
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4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

4.1 To ensure that regeneration in Dartford is sustainable and of benefit to 
all our communities.  

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments

Financial Implications None

Legal Implications None

Staffing Implications None

Administrative Implications None 

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

Appendix A – Proposed Changes to National Planning Policy – 
Additional Response
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